
 

1 

                                                                                               

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Alexander Hamilton: Hero of the Revolution 
The Battles of Trenton and Princeton 

 
By: Chapter President Bob O’Neal 

 

 
 

fter the Long Island battles, Washington 

ordered all his troops across the Delaware 

River to Pennsylvania.  Hamilton and his gunners 

crossed the freezing river in an ore boat, joining 

artillery ranged along the western bank.  The 

Redcoats returned to New York   and Gen. Howe 

posted a Hessian Brigade for the winter at Trenton 

in New Jersey. (2)   

Washington now faced a vexing problem: the 

enlistments of his 3,400 Continental troops expired 

at midnight New Year’s Eve; he decided to attack 

the Trenton Hessians while they slept off the effects 

of their Christmas celebration. After so many 

setbacks, it was a risky gambit; defeat could mean 

the end of the American cause.  But a victory, 

Cont. on Page 8. 

 

 

 

Message from the President 

 

 

Compatriots, 

 call your attention to our SAR Washington  
Annual General Membership Meeting, held 
April 30th in conjunction with the SAR Pacific 

District Conference in Portland with some 60 
attendees.  The SAR President General Tom 
Lawrence and the SAR Inspector General attended.  
I encourage you to plan on going to this annual 
conference 22 April 2017 hosted at the Red Lion 
Hotel in Olympia.  Go to our Washington Facebook 
page to see photos of the activities. 
www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/phot
os_stream?tab=photos_albums.  Cont. on Page 2. 
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President’s Message 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

Armed Forces Day Bremerton: Our Chapter Color Guard and the Fife & Drum Corps under Drum Major 

Viren Lemmer, led the SAR-DAR marching unit with high enthusiasm.  Rain kept the crowds smaller, but the 

150 parade units braved the showers to honor our serving warriors.  Two DAR fifers came all the way from 

Woodinville to play Yankee Doodle with our musicians. 

Please note these important Alexander Hamilton Chapter events: 

New Web Site: Our esteemed Chapter Secretary, Paul Adan was elected by the Board to take over as SAR 

Washington Webmaster.  He has already got a start by setting up a new SAR State Society web site at 

www.wassartoday.org   It is crisp, clean and informative - check it out!  One great addition is a form for 

prospective members to send to the chapter of their choice. 

 

The Cannon Ball!  Our Newsletter Editor Paul Adan will do his last issue in June.  So we are now looking for a 

compatriot to take over The Cannon Ball! If you are interested please contact me directly.  Next year Paul is 

going to pursue his RN Certification with schooling at Fort Lewis. 

 

Elections Coming: In that same vein, our Chapter will be holding elections in November! Our Nominating 

Committee Chairman Bob Parrish will be calling for nominations at our June meeting for new officers for 2017-

2018.  Committee members are Art Dolan and Viren Lemmer. 

 

SAR Branding: A National “SAR Task Force on Branding” has put out a report on better ways to make “SAR” 

more visible.  

 

www.sar.org/News/SAR-Branding-Committee-Issues-First-Report 

 

Happy Birthday! Our Chapter is 120 years old!  On February 20th, 1896, approximately six years after 

Washington became the 42nd state, seven visionary men established the Alexander Hamilton Chapter of the 

SAR. Today, our Chapter is the largest and most active of the eight Chapters in Washington State. Cake will be 

served in celebration at our informal June meeting. 

 

Memorial Day:  Your Chapter Color Guard will be presenting Colors at Fir Lane Memorial Park in Spanaway 

at 1:00pm Sunday May 29th.  I encourage you to find a local resting place of America’s fallen warriors to honor 

their memory and sacrifice.  As Abraham Lincoln wrote,“. . . that we here highly resolve that these dead shall 

not have died in vain.” 

Y’r most Obedient Serv’t, 

Bob O’Neal 

http://www.wassartoday.org/
http://www.sar.org/News/SAR-Branding-Committee-Issues-First-Report
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Meeting Highlights and News  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Greg Emerson is a 2nd generation US Navy veteran who proudly served our 

country for 21 years, while aboard 11 different ships.  He’s a veteran of the 

first Gulf War, Operation Desert Fox, and Operation Southern Watch. One 

third of his career was as an Intelligence Analyst, and in this capacity he’s 

published articles for the Naval War College and various international naval 

publications.  Greg is a member of the Cascade Centennial Chapter, where he 

is the Veterans Coordinator and the Color Guard Captain.  He’s also the 

Washington State SAR editor of the “Washington Trail.” He has two patriot 

ancestors; one of whom served with Colonel Daniel Boone during the 

Revolutionary War.  Greg is married to Sharon Fish and has two children. 

 

 
Visit the Washington State Society of the SAR Facebook Page 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/timeline 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 
 

May 29th:  Memorial Day 

Fir Lane Memorial Park  

( 1 PM) (Color Guard) 
 

May 30th:  Memorial Day, 

Tahoma National 

Cemetery, Covington  
 

June 18th: Chapter 

Meeting, Johnny’s at Fife 

(9AM) 
 

July 4th: Steilacoom 

Independence Day Parade  

(Color Guard) 
 

July 8th – 13th: NSSAR 

2016 Conference, Boston, 

MA 
 

Aug. 11th -14th:  NW 

Colonial Festival, George 

Washington Inn, Sequim 
 

Sept. 5th:  Labor Day 

Parade, Black Diamond 

(10AM) (Color Guard) 
 

Sept. 18th   - 19th: 
Puyallup Fair Booth 

(Color Guard & Mary 

Ball Chapter, DAR) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Shadow Patriots - How Intelligence & Espionage Helped Win the 

American Revolution” 
 

          By:  Greg Emerson 
 

   

 
 

 

 Please join us on JUNE 18TH   at Johnny’s in Fife to 
Celebrate our Chapter’s 120th Anniversary! 

On February 20th, 1896, approximately six years after Washington became the 
42nd state, seven visionary men established the Alexander Hamilton Chapter of 
the SAR.  Today, our Chapter is the largest of the eight Chapters in Washington 
State.  Cake will be served. 

Greg spoke about George 

Washington's spies who operated 

out of New York City during the 

Revolution. These men and 

women agents contributed 

mightily to give our Army and 

Navy valuable intelligence, and 

played a major role in helping us 

win the war.  Surprisingly, some 

of these spies remain anonymous 

to this day.  One such person was 

mysterious lady Spy 355, a 

nameless heroine who, many 

historians believe, died for her 

country. 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WashingtonSocietySAR/timeline
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                     A                                                     B                                                      C 

          
                               D                                                                                E 

 

          
                              F                                                   G                                           H 

 
A: Jack and Gloria Jines; B – C: New member Jack Jines; D: Murriel Parrish (foreground) enjoys the fun, food, and fellowship; E: VP 

Keith Weissinger and son David; F: David and Joyce Jackman; G: Lynn Pittier sporting Fife and Drum Corps uniform; H: Greg 

Emerson (Guest Speaker) receives a Certificate of Appreciation from President Bob O’Neal. 



 

5 

Officers and Assignments 

                             
          A                                B                           C                         D                              E 

 

                          
              F                              G                            H                          I                              J 

Meet Your Alexander Hamilton Officers!       (Match Letters Above to Names Below) 

 
 

 

Your WA State SAR President and 
Vice-President 

 
 

(L to R):  Douglas Nelson, President; Chuck Waid, 

Vice-President (and Alexander Hamilton Member)

CURRENT OFFICERS/ASSIGNMENTS 

President: (A)                       Bob O’Neal 

Vice President: (B)                 Keith Weissinger 

Secretary:  (C)                      Paul Adan 

Treasurer:  (D)                      Rodger Dent 

Chaplain:  (E)                        Mike England 

Genealogist:  (F)                    Paul Fullmer 

Historian: (G)                       Jerry Hull 

Trustee (Projects):  (H)           Lee Thomasson  

Trustee (Fund Raising): (I)       Art Dolan 

 Immediate Past 

 President: (J)                        Russ Pringle 

 
 

 Color Guard:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Eagle Scouts:                        Lee Thomasson 

 Flag Certificates:                   Bob Parrish 

 JROTC/ROTC:                     Rodger Dent  

 “The Cannon Ball” Editor:        Paul Adan  

 Veteran’s Services:                Bob Parrish 
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Pacific District Conference 
April 29th – 30th, Portland 

A  

B      C     D  

 

A. The combined Pacific District Color Guard; B. Claude and Tracy Asher; C. Bob O’Neal; D. Color Guard practicing 
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Left: Cascade Centennial Chapter President Greg Lucas gives the introductions prior to dinner.  Right: President General 

Thomas Lawrence (far left, standing) with color guard members on Saturday morning. 

 

he 2016 Pacific District Conference was held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Portland, OR, on April 29th and 30th.  It 

began on Friday evening with a workshop about the “History of the American Flag.”  Afterwards, there was a meet 

and greet time with President General Lawrence, followed by a buffet dinner.  The next morning, Saturday April 30th, 

members got down to business.  

Beginning promptly at 9:15 AM, the state societies of Oregon and Washington held their annual Board of Directors 

meetings.  The business concerns addressed by the Washington board members included the following: appointment of 

Jim Lindley for Board Member at Large; appointment of John Berg as State IT Administrator; appointment of John Ernest 

as Friend of the Library State Coordinator; appointment of Paul Adan as State Webmaster; adoption of rebranding 

(dealing with a desire to replace the Maltese Cross with the SAR Minuteman Logo); and finally, establishment of new 

Strategic Planning Committee, with Greg Lucas as the Chairman (tasked with formulating long-range  plans and goals).  

After the Board Meeting, there was a brief 20 minute break before beginning the annual Membership meeting. 

The Membership meeting began at 10:15 AM with administrative business.  Interestingly, State Society President 

Douglas Nelson described how our society has grown from 380 members at the beginning of 2015, to 436 currently.  

During the intervening months, there have been 11 members who have died, 39 who dropped, and 1 who has transferred 

out of state.  After this update, members got down to new business.  Items on the agenda included the presentation of 

awards and medals, a Bylaw change (requiring a 2/3 vote of all those present), and various other concerns dealing with the 

Nominating Committee.  Following the meeting, members were dismissed for lunch. 

In the afternoon, from 2-4PM, the Pacific District Business Meeting was held in the same room as earlier.  The state 

society presidents and representative (Alaska) gave their reports, and then the members began discussing new items of 

business. The biggest point of contention during this time occurred when the Oregon Society nominated one of their 

members to serve as Vice President General, but this nomination was not accepted by the other state societies.  In the end, 

Oregon changed their nomination to John Berg, who was accepted for the position.  The discussion of “new business” 

ended with the announcement that next year’s Pacific District Conference will be held at the Red Lion hotel in Olympia, 

on April 21st and 22nd.  The room rates will be $99.  The menu selection will be established sometime in December. 

In the evening, at 7:00 PM, the conference concluded with pageantry, dinner, and speeches.  One particularly touching 

time was the reading of the names of all those compatriots who’ve passed away in the last year.  With each name that was 

read, a bell was rung, followed by a brief moment of silence.  This lasted for several solemn minutes. 

 

T 
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Looking Back
Alexander Hamilton:   Hero of the Revolution 

The Battles of Trenton and Princeton 
(Cont. pg 1) 

 

even over a small outpost, might inspire lagging 
Patriots, encourage reenlistments and drive back 
the British—in short, keep the Revolution alive.  
“Victory or Death” was his watchword.(1) 

Alexander Hamilton, along with future leaders 
of America’s republic, huddled around a campfire 
the frigid afternoon of December 25, 1776, awaiting 
their orders. Hamilton and his men had blankets 
wrapped around them as they hefted two 6-
pounders and their cases of shot and shells onto the 
9-foot-wide, 60- foot-long Durham iron-ore barges 
they had commandeered, then pushed and pulled 
their horses aboard. James Wilkinson, 19, noted in 
his journal that footprints down to the river were 
“tinged here and there with blood from the feet of 
the men who wore broken shoes.” They pushed off 
across the icy river at 2 a.m. Snow and sleet stung 
Hamilton’s eyes. 

Tramping past darkened farmhouses for 12 
miles, Hamilton’s company led Gen. Greene’s 
division as it swung off to the east to skirt the 
town. At precisely 8 in the morning, Hamilton 
unleashed his artillery on the Hessian outpost. 
Three minutes later, American infantry poured 
into town. Driving back Hessian pickets with 
their bayonets, they charged into the old British 
barracks to confront groggy Hessians at 
gunpoint. Some attempted to counterattack, but 
Hamilton and his guns were waiting for them. 
Firing in tandem, Hamilton’s cannons cut down 
the Hessians with murderous sheets of 
grapeshot. The mercenaries sought cover behind 
houses but were driven back by Virginia 
riflemen, who stormed into the houses and fired 
down from upstairs windows. Hessian 
artillerymen managed to get off only 13 rounds 
from two brass fieldpieces before Hamilton’s 
gunners cut them in two. Riding back and forth 
behind the guns, Washington saw for himself the 
brutal courage and skillful discipline of this 
youthful artillery captain.1 

The Hessians’ two best regiments 
surrendered, but a third escaped. As the 
Americans re-crossed the Delaware, both they 
and their prisoners, 1,000 in all, had to stomp 
their feet to break up the ice that was forming on 
the river. Five men froze to death.1 

A week later at 1 a.m., January 2, 1777, 
Hamilton and his men wrapped rags around the 
wheels of their cannons to muffle noise, and 
headed north. They reached the south end of 
Princeton at sunrise, to face a brigade—some 700 
men—of British light infantry. The Americans 
retreated from a British bayonet charge. Then 
Washington himself galloped onto the battlefield 
with a division of Pennsylvania militia, 
surrounding the now outnumbered British. Some 
200 redcoats ran to Nassau Hall, the main 
building at Princeton College. By the time 
Hamilton set up his two cannons, the British had 
begun firing from the windows of the red 
sandstone edifice. College tradition holds that 
one of Hamilton’s 6-pound balls shattered a 
window, flew through the chapel and beheaded 
a portrait of King George II. Under Hamilton’s 
fierce cannonade, the British soon surrendered.1 

Two months after these twin victories, at 
Trenton and Princeton, Captain Hamilton was 
promoted to lieutenant colonel and joined 
George Washington’s “Family” or staff of aides.2 
He was to become, in reality, Washington’s de 
facto chief of staff. 

Bob O’Neal 4/1/11 

 

Next: “From Staff to Command at Yorktown” 

1.  Randall, Willard Sterne, “Hamilton Takes Command,” 

Smithsonian Magazine, January 2003. 

2.  Brookhiser, Richard, Alexander Hamilton, American, Free 

Press, (1999)
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Armed Forces Day 
May 21st, Bremerton 

                     
                                                A                                                                      B 

 
C 

 

A. The Children of the American Revolution (CAR) happily braved the rain; B. Eastern Washington transplant, 

Keith Philippy, gets a taste of Western Washington weather.  He is a member of the John Paul Jones Chapter. 

C. Drum Major Viren Lemmer, left, with his contingent of fifers and drummers.  Skip Stephan is in the 

background, David Irons (JPJ Chapter) on the right, and in the middle are Terry Barker and Stephanie  

Conroy from the DAR. 


